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OUR MISSION   

Expand and enhance every student’s education 
through a partnership with Gull Lake Community 
Schools to provide enrichment opportunities for 
students, educators, and staff.

OUR VISION   

We envision a school district where all students 
achieve their full potential.
 
OUR VALUES
• Education
• Innovation
• Partnering with the school district,  
   teachers, students, and the community
• Good and thoughtful stewardship of  
   financial resources
• Diversity
• Integrity

THANKS TO YOUR GENEROSITY   
The future begins here.



CHAIR: JEANNE COMAR

Annual presentation of “Big Check” totaling $224,759 at Gull Lake Field. 

GLCS Foundation donations work hard  
to enhance education at GL Schools.

 

33 STUDENTS
DAS SCHOLARS

$82,000  
TOTALING

43 AWARDED
SCHOLARSHIPS

2022-2023
BY THE NUMBERS

Benefitted students, teachers, and staff in every building,  
including Gateway Academy and Gull Lake Virtual Partnership. 

55 $135,477  
TOTALING

AWARDED
GRANTS

SCHOLARSHIP SPOTLIGHT – 
LAURIE MAKIN CARTWRIGHT MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 
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33 Distinguished Academic Scholars Celebrated! 

MEET THE GLCS FOUNDATION BOARD
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GL Spell Fundraiser
SPARK SERIES

What’s the Buzz? GL SPELL!

Front Row: Sydney Padgett, Mackenzie Thornton, Madison Bilbia, Katie Godbey, Regan McCarthy, Faith 
Goodman, Allison Tucci, William Lin. 
Second Row: Abbigaille Sexton, Emma Kerr, Ella Ezbenko, Raegan Millmier, Avery Hesling, Blakeslee 
Boudeman, Ella Kamman, Claire Flynn, Ryan Hook, JJ Heikka.
Back Row: Kenneth Garno, Celah Dunn, Ryan Arnold, Robert Arce, Mark Beckett, Clayton Kryscak, 
Adam Boyle, Alexandar Symanzik. 
Not Pictured: Kayla Bartell, Raegan Coughenour, Abigail Eilertson, Payton Isom, Colton Ludmer, 
Catherine Mollison and Benjamin Slager.
Photo credit: Mark Yancey

On Thursday, May 25, 2023, the GLCS Foundation celebrated the Class of ‘23’s 
Distinguished Academic Scholars and their selected honored staff members with a 
reception at the Gull Lake Country Club. Distinguished Academic Scholars are Gull 
Lake Seniors who have earned a 3.9 grade point average or higher during their high 
school career.

The GLCS Foundation is a private, 501(c)(3) non-profit school foundation 
established solely for the benefit of Gull Lake Community Schools.

Follow us on: 

Please support the Foundation that 
supports your Gull Lake schools.  

Go to glcsf.org to donate and learn more.

$5,032  
TOTALING

Earned a 3.9 GPA or higher  
during their High School Career.

Glen Hedin  
2023 Recipient of 
the Laurie Makin 
Cartwright Scholarship

Since 2010, the Cartwright family has honored 
the memory of their daughter, Laurie Makin 
Cartwright, with a scholarship in her name 
through the GLCS Foundation. Laurie was a 
2009 graduate of Gull Lake High School and was 
active and passionate about both the Performing 
Arts and the Marching Band programs 
throughout her time in high school. 

The decision to honor Laurie through an 
academic scholarship was inspired by her love of 
children. Laurie had wanted to pursue a career in 
family law, and a scholarship seemed like a great 
way to impact young people and their futures.

For the first six years, the family funded the 
scholarship by holding an annual golf tournament. 
The scholarship is now funded through a unique 
philanthropic group of friends that privately funds 

different causes through a variety of ways, from 
silent auctions to 50/50 raffles during the year. 

The first scholarship was $500, and it has 
increased over the years to a now amazingly 
generous $3,000 annually, which is incredibly 
impactful for the recipient.

The family has requirements for candidates: the 
applicant must be a graduating Gull Lake High 
School senior who is planning to enroll in an 
accredited college, university, or trade school 
as a full-time student; The applicant must have 
a minimum 3.5 GPA at the end of the first 
trimester senior year and must be a four-year; 
participant in Gull Lake Band and/or PAC. 

The family personally selects each recipient, 
basing their decisions on “trusting their gut 

instincts” while reviewing their choices, stating 
that it’s often hard to decide on just one student. 
They enjoy staying in touch with students they 
help and followed their first scholarship recipient, 
Matt Vosters, and his journey all the way through 
medical school. It’s all about helping students in 
Laurie’s memory.

Selfless generosity like this speaks volumes 
about the Cartwrights and many of the families 
and organizations behind scholarships given in 
memory of others. The GLCS Foundation is 
privileged to facilitate these commemorative 
scholarships.

Thank you to the Cartwrights and 
their continued desire to support 
our Gull Lake graduates.

What a night! Our first ever Celebrity Spelling 
Bee, “GL SPELL”, was something to BUZZ about! 
Proceeds of over $5,000 will support the “One 
Community, One Book” literacy program, providing 
more than 3,000 Gull Lake students and their 
families the gift of reading together.

Our GLCS Foundation’s “Spark Series” 
will launch the “One Community, One 
Book” program in partnership with Gull 
Lake Community Schools in the 2023-
2024 school year!

EVERY student in Young 5s through 12th grade at GLCS 
will receive a book and coordinated activities to improve 
listening skills, cognitive and language development, expanded 
vocabulary, attention span, creativity, life lessons, and social 
emotional development to share with their families!

THANK YOU to our Spell-ebrities and the incredible Gull Lake 
community for your support of GL SPELL! Congratulations to, 
Spelling Champ-Paul Dykstra and Fundraising Champ- 
Stacy Clark.

We BEE-lieve in the potential of our students! 

Dear Community Member, 

I hope you find our recent news and 
achievements highlighted in this 2022-23 
Annual Report as exciting as we do! We 
are grateful to our donors for making it all 
possible! 

This year, we’ve been celebrating the 40th 
anniversary of the Gull Lake Community 
Schools (GLCS) Foundation. It was 40 

years ago that our founding members started the GLCS Foundation 
with a $200 check and a mission: To partner with the school district, 
to provide students, teachers and staff funding for programs to expand 
and enhance education across Gull Lake Community Schools. Programs 
that are not funded through regular school budgets. Over the years, the 
GLCS Foundation has provided over $3.4 million to achieve this mission. 
Impressive results!

The GLCS Foundation is a not-for-profit organization comprised of 
volunteers from across the community. Over the past 40 years, GLCS 
Foundation volunteers have put in over 500 people-years supporting 
Gull Lake Community Schools! Why do we do it? Because we believe in 
our vision: A school district where all students achieve their full potential.   
We are inspired by the students and staff of Gull Lake Schools and 
the members of this community. And we know–strong schools build a 
stronger, more successful community. This is why we do it!

As we look ahead, our goal is to be a sustainable resource for Gull 
Lake Community Schools. We are determined to continue supporting 
impactful and successful programs, such as One District, One Book, 
Leader in Me, Twisted Devil Robotics, Scholarships and Read and Ride.  

We are poised to seize new opportunities as well!  

That’s where you come in.  Your support allows us to continue the 
important work of funding excellence in education.  Your generosity 
allows us to build on the success of the past 40 years for the benefit of 
the students of GLCS and our community.  

Please partner with us and donate today!

THANK YOU! The future begins here.



ENDOWMENTS
Cross Family Endowment
Bob and Margaret Ells Endowment
Holley Family Teacher Enrichment  
 Endowment

VISIONARIES  
($10,000+)
Anonymous
Cross Family Foundation
ENNA Foundation
John and Sharon Garside
Ivan and Bonnie Mellema  
 Charitable Fund

LEADERS  
($2,500-$9,999)
Bob and Paula Cook
Gull Lake Area Rotary Club
Mike and Kelly Howes Family
James R. Ryan Family Foundation
Laurie Makin Cartwright Memorial  
 Scholarship 7
Tamara Morse 17
Camille Marie Riley 
 Charitable Fund
Charles and Betsie Scott 38
Marsha S. Tucker
Bo and Mel Van Peenan

FRIENDS  
($1,000-$2,499)
Michael and Sara Brundage
Joel and Shannon Carr
Coca-Cola
Phil and Crystal Dabrowski 28
Megan and Robert Dziewicki 19
Trey and Becky Eldridge 16
Rusty and Julie Fry ***
Chip and Miranda Garside
Jay and Julie Garside
Bjorn and Lori Green
Gull Lake Area Community 
Volunteers - Women’s Group
Gull Lake Grad Bash
Curtis Hall and Susan Houseman
Blake Hawk
Jason and Shelly Henderson
Dennis and Kathy Hoorn
Bruce and Susan Kelley
Lakeland Asphalt
Mark and Jean Leineke ***
John and Rita Light
Todd Lipovsky and 
 Sue Thorogood ***
John and KT McCann
Miller-Davis 
Dan Neely and Karen Holden 12
Mike and Jennifer Odar
Don and Ann Parfet
Nelson and Phyllis Pelletier 2
John and Kelly Renwick
Richland Elementary PTO
Tom and Judy Schau 
Gary and Mary Spies-Draeger
The Larsen Family Charitable Fund
The Olin Family Charitable Fund
Trillium Staffing Solutions
Truvista Wealth Advisors
William and Ruth Ann Uggen
Jon and Courtenay VanderMolen
Rachel and Drew Worgess

DONOR KEY

IN MEMORY OF:
1. Jill Adamski
2. Sharon Boudeman
3. Frederick Bowman
4. Debra Bradley
5. Robert Britigan
6. Dorothy Carnell
7. Laurie M. Cartwright
8. Melanie Chojnowski
9. Gloria Deal
10. Marion Gesmundo
11. Serafino Gesmundo
12. Blair Holden
13. Randy Johnson
14. Blake Kemp - Love of 
       Reading
15. Bonnie Mellema
16. Ike Mellema
17. Jason Morse
18. Beth Palmatier
19. Collin Rose
20. Tom Ryan
21. Saylor Irene Scott
22. Robert W. Smith
23. David S. Ticknor
24. Christopher Uggen
25. Zachery Wisniewski
26. Bob Woodrow

IN HONOR OF:
27. Will and Libby Beardsley
28. Dabrowski Kids
29. Paul Dykstra
30. GL Class of 2023
31. Isom – Ahern Families
32. Paul Klein
33. Clayton Kryszak 
34. Beckett Lockerbie
35. Joyce Melvin
36. Phyllis Pelletier
37. Amy Perry
38. Jon Scott

MATCHES ***
American Online Giving  
 Foundation
Irving S. Gilmore Foundation
W.K. Kellogg Foundation

IN KIND 
DONATIONS ****
Sarah Collins Photography
Continental Linens
VanderSalm’s
Mark and Rose Yancey

BENEFACTORS  
($500-$999)
Dan and Sally Adamski 1
Advia Credit Union
Patrick and Kelly Boyle
Tom and Alanna Bradley 4
Barbara Brundage 1,15,18,20
Lee and Nancy Brundage
Sarah Collins Photography ****
Bret and Jeanne Comar
Pat and Debra Gallagher 15
Pete and Jo Hawk 8,13
Matt and Krystal Hawkins
Gary and Dawn Heinz
Steve and Nancee Hofmeister 1
Olga Holden 12
Home Again Early Childhood   
 Education Center
Kellogg PTO
Ron Kilgore ***
Kingscott
Joanne Lawrence
Lee A Moser & Associates
Continental Linen Service ****
Mansager Family Fund
Russell and Connie McFee
Bob and Mary Mellema
Juan and Carole Mendez
Gary Mittelbach and Katherine  
 Gross 36
Sydney Parfet
Parker Hannifin Engineering
Jeff and Jane Puvogel 1
Dan and Kay Rackiewicz
Richland Dentistry
Pat and Sarah Sandell
Sarah Collins Photography
Zachary Schmidtke
Sherman Lake YMCA Outdoor   
 Center 1
VanderSalm’s Flower Shop ****
Walker, Fluke & Sheldon

CONTRIBUTORS
($250-$499)
Bud and Judi Baldwin 27
Beth Blondia-Rhodes
Drew and Monica Bordner
Sherwood and Kathryn Boudeman 8
Rob and Stevie Brinkerhoff 37
Camelot, Inc.
Michael and Stacy Clark
Brian Colopy
Todd and Ruth DeNooyer
Mary East
Sandi Feuerstein 6,9,35
Gay Fournier
Gull Lake Realty
Gull Lake Virtual Partnership Staff 25
Margie Hiestand
Tom and Pat Hill
Kellogg Community Credit Union
Jon and Karen Koets 21,24
Dave and Kay Koldyke
Kevin and Lindsay Kryszak 33
William Lockerbie 34 ***
Michael Mallos 1
Billy Ogden and Amanda Todd
Eric and Martha Reid
Richland – Gull Lake Area  
 Lion’s Club
Raphael and Lisa Rittenhouse
Chris and Cheryl Rundle
Mary Jo Smith 25
Jeremy and Bobbi Jo Stoner 25
Chris and Michelle Tracy
Jeanne Turner
Mac Waldorf
David and Mary Jo Warwick

FRIENDS
($100-$249)
Mary Aldrich
AmazonSmile
Tim and Lisa Anderson
Carl and Sally Barber 9
Don and Jo Baugher 16
John and Shirley Blakely
Kenneth Bleeker
Dennis and Lauri Bowersox
Ian and Judith Brown
Samantha Buck
Tom and Kim Clancy
James and Catherine Curtis
Theresa DeYoung-Foster
Kristin Donnelly 1
Don Eastman
Ron and Nanette Elenbaas
Linda Engle
William and Lisabeth English
Jane Feldman
David and Michele Flietstra
Ken and Jan Fouts
Shelley Fulling
Tammy Geik
Judah Gesmundo 10,11
Green Goddess Farms
Eric and Kristen Grimm
Timothy Harding 1
Janelle Holland
Phil and Carey Isom
Robert Kerschbaum 1
Dave and Sue King
Zach Kilpsch
Brian and Laurie Klok
Tim and Joni Knapper 16,21
Kara Kuchinic 1
Floy Latham
Phyllis Lavene
Suzanne Stimson Leech
Jessica Leyrer
Craig and Beckett Lockerbie 23
Jennifer Loukes
Duane and Carol Luedecking
Sarah Lyster
Todd and Denise MacPherson 1
Kelly McWhinnie
William and Joyce Melvin 23
Thomas and Johnna Monroe
Kris and Laurie Nelson
North End Deli 1
Paul and Tina Orley 25
Ed and Jan Overbeck 16
Kathy Perry
Andrew and Ramona Petro
Jeff and Jennifer Pickens
Gary and Jill Piwko
Martin and Carol Ranly 1
Bob and Cheryl Reinhardt
Mary Remick 1
Richland Community Library
Rise Therapy & Wellness
Kristi Ryan 20
Kim Saunders
Thom and Kathy Schacher
Jon and Carolyn Schutte
Karen Schweinzger
Mike and Julie Sharp
Ron and Sharon Sherman
Jody Siefker 30
Pam Smith-Hickey 22
Jodee Stanton 25
Marie Stech 23
Norman and Vincena Stevens
Kurt and Mary Beth Thoman
Leanne Thorn
Carol Ticknor 1,23
William and Carolyn Ticknor 5
Daniel Tiefenthal
John and Cathy Tucci
Tom and Olga Van Dis
Charles and Katherine VanSpyker
Reggie and Sarah Walters 25
Thomas Williams
Kara Wyman
Mark and Rose Yancey ****

DONORS 
($99) 
Jane Aho 1
Carol Alaimo
Kathy Alderman
Carly Andersen
Shannon Angel
Hank Avink
Jeremiah Badiner
Jaclyn Bartley
Michelle Barton
Eric and Cindy Belz
Ron Blackburn
Kathy Bleeker
Mona Bowden 26
Joe and Jane Brogger 21
Danielle Buckmaster
Ashley Copp
Kimberly Courter
Josh and Ashley Crawford
Scott and Christen Crowley
Anita Dykstra
Nicole Dykstra
Jennifer Ellinger
Lisa Emery
Patrick English
Mike and Kim Foster 16
Kari Freling-Crook
Tom and Claire Geil 24
Pamela Gernaat
Paul and Chris Gobble
Marie Groters
Pete and Margaret Hamlett
Amy Hansen
Sharon Heikka
Beverly Hundley 3
Bruce Hutchinson and 
   Betsy Bastien
Annette Isom 31
Al Jacoby 1
Jim and Mary Jasiak
Dakota Keating
Blake and Brynn Kemp 14
John and Peggy Kendrick
Becky Klein
Robert Klein 29
Paul and Jan Deal-Koestner
Curt and Christy Konenkamp
Amy Kuiper
Diana Kwiatkowski
Rob and Desiree LaDuke
Trevor and Jessica Land

GLCS FOUNDATION DONORS MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE!

Trevor Land
Lori Launder
Gretchen Leffler
Jacqueline Light
Penny Linsley
Ron and Karen Logan
Amanda Loichinger
Maureen Lovequist
Aviva Luciano  
Tracy Lynn
David Mabis
Mark and Stacy Manuszak
David and Linda Mayer
Stacy Mayett
Lori McQueen
Cheri Medendorp
Kevin and Betty Miller 16
Daniel Milnamow
Audra Misner
Michael and Lori Morrett
Jennifer Natzel
Shalon O’Brien
Caryn Parker
Aaron and Amy Perry
Megan Phelan
Ruth Anne Prentice
Mike Pulford
Brandon Pung
Amber Reeves 25
Amy Renouf
Jennifer Robinson  
Holly Rowland
Jonathan and Tracy Ruge
Ed and Ronda Schaadt
Kaitlin Schmoekel 23
Kurt and Terrae Schroeder
Gretchen Schwab
Sherri Simmons
Madilyn Snyder
Zenna Soule
Trisha Stevens
Donna Tellam
Nu Tran
Kristen Tucker
Tia Vacha
John and Cathy VanderSalm
Mary VanderWal
Wendy Vanderweele
Brian and Jennifer Weiss
Kim Wisser
Sheila Wood

YOUR DONATION  
MAKES A DIFFERENCE!

THANK YOU!
glcsf.org


